11/15/2006 15:20 



612-455-3801 



HSML, P.O. 



f^ieiiygQ P^SE 01/63 

CENTRAL ^XeSNTHR 

NOV 152006 




HAMRE, SCHUMANN, 



MUELLER & LARSON, RC 

AN INTERNATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM 



FAX TRANSMISSION November 14, 2006 

TO: Mail Stop: AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
PC Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223 ] 3-1 450 



FROM: Michael D. Schumann 
OUR REF: 12364.1 OOlUSWO 
TELEPHONE: (612)455.3800 



Total pages, including cover letter: 63 

PTO FAX NUMBER: 571 .273.8300 
If all pages are NOT received, please call us at 612.455.3800 or fax us at 612.455.3801. 
Title of Ooeument: 



Information Disclosure Statement, Fonn 1449, 4 references, GOl>y of 
International Search Report . 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
App. Filed 



NEAL, et al. 
10/568,172 
FebriMiy 10,2006 

Group Art No.: Unknown 
Confirmation No. : 55 1 6 

ItTS^"^^ any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50- 
S^,8^ Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OK TIME for a sufficient 
number ofraonths to enter these papers, if appropriate. ^ 




By; - - 

Name: Michael D. Schumann 
Reg. No.: 40,443 



ggy J, Kerkhove 



November 1 5. 2006 
Date 



NUT 



SOU I H SIXTH STRFLT • SIJJTF 2650 ■ \1INNL\IV>LIS ■ MN 554il2 
TEL 6IZ455.:ii^)0 • FA.X 

ww\v>is.MLc:oM . ^wua^ ismlcom 



PA(X1f63'RCVDAT11/1S/20064;36:38PM [Eastern standard 



11/15/2086 15:20 612-455-3801 HSML, P.O. ^j-^ PAGE 02/63 

omm,mmim 
NOV 152006 

IN THE UNITED STATES PA TENT AND TRADEMA^^C opF^ rt? 
Applicant: NEAL.etal. Examiner: Untoi^^ST^ 

Serial No.: 10/568.172 Group Art Unit: Unknov«, 

Filed: February 10,2006 Docket: 12364. 1001 US WO 

Title: PICTURE FRAME WUH ILLUMINATION 



By:. , 

Name: Peggy Kerkhove 




INFORMATT QN DISCI^SURE STATEMKlvrT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

A 1^'^ l*®"^.?.?* above-identified application, the items of infonnation listed on 
the enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. The art was 
recently cited m an International Search Report maUed October 12, 2004. A copy of the 
search report is enclosed. Copies of any foreign patent documents or "Other Documents" 
are enclosed. vm«vij»p 

^T,« > i explanation of the relevance of each non-English language document or 

other mformation IS a follows (37 C.F.R.§(aX3)): «»«cnior 

Applicant hereby brings attention to the Examiner that the references listed were 
Cited m an International Search Report dated October 1 2, 2006. A copy of the 
Intematonal Search Report is enclosed. Since the Intematioaal Search Report is 
m English, no English translation of the listed foreign references are required 
pursuant to MPEP§609(A)3. h-'ibu, 

(CHECK ONEv""" the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97, this statement is being filed 

la (^) wthin three (3) months of the Filing Date, before the maUing date of a First 
Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing date of a First OfBce 

^'li'^" °".^if filing of a request for continued examination 

under i7 CJ.R. §1.114; or 

□ (2)^ after the period defined in (1) but before the mailing date of a Final 

Rejection or Notice of Allowance, and 

□ the requisite Statement is below, OR 
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□. the requisite fee of $1 80.00 under Rule 1.17(p) is included hellifty ol-5 2006 

□ (3) after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance but on or 
before the payment of the Issue Fee, AND 

. D the requisite Statement is below, AND 

□ the requisite fee of $180.00 under Rule Ll7(p) is included herein. 

STATEMENT 

As required under § 1.97(e), Applicants hereby state either that: 

□ 1- Each item of infonnation contained in the Information Disclosure 

Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filmg date of the Infonnation Disclosure Statement; or 

□ 2. No item of infonnation contained in the Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and to the knowledge of the person 
sigmng this Statement after making reasonable inquiiy, no item of 
infonnation contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was 
known to any individual designated in §1.56(c) more than three months 
pnor to the filmg of the Infonnation Disclosure Statement. 

□ If this box is checked. Applicant provides the following: 

Certification Under 37 C.F.R. 81 .7n4(«i) 

?.^T!*^''"' ^! ^mdersigned hereby certifies that each 

Item listed on the enclosed Fonn 1449 was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and that this communication was 
not received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56(c) more than thirty 
(30) days pnor to the filmg of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

2^ ^iT?^ ^^^^^^ ^'^^'^^^ following co-pending U.S. applications. A 
Application No. Elill£l2ate Group 

u^r n?'^^'^?i°" ? "^"^^ reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 
U b.C. §§ 102 and 03 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 131 or 
oAerwise, to establish that the teference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do 

^ortEnTf r ' i'! ^^"'^Shly reviewed or that any relev^ceTf any 

portion of a reference js mtended. ^ 
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„ci ^""^Itlf^V^ ^ ^"^^ respectfijlly requested. Pursuant to the 

Form 1449 marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the 
undersigned with the next ofHcial communication. 

FEE AlJTI^^RTZATTniv 

a$ a checKe C^JZ^Z^^^ !!?^ the submission of this paper not be attached hereto 
as a Check, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the missing fee to our Denosit 
Account, No. 50-3478. Any overpayments should be credited to said ^^sft Account 
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Dated: November 15, 2006 



MDS/pjk 



Respectiidly submitted, 

SCHUMANN, MUELLER & 
P.O. Box 2902-0902 



Mime^|>^lis_,jyiN 55402-0902 




Michael D. Schumann 
Reg. No. 30,422 
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nSFORMATTON DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

IN AN APPUCATTON 

(Use several sheets if neccssaiy) 


Docket Number: 
12364.1001USWO 


Applicfltioft Number: 
10/568,172 


AppIicAnt; NeaKctal. 


Fih'qg Date: Fcbnifiry 10 
2006 


Group Art Unit: Unknown 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


l-'Uk^UIVlKNT NO. 
4,860,171 


DATE 
August, 1989 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


1 FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRlATF 




5,371,656 
5,390,436 


December, 1994 
February, 1995 


Kojima 
forficb 














Willuhn 











































































































DOCUMENT NO. 



2 030 750 
90 16695 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMEIHTS 



DATE 



April, 1980 



January, 1990 



COUNTRY 



United Kingdom 



Germany 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



295 01 288 
99/41543 



Octofaer, 199S 
August, 1999 




OTHER DOCUMENTS (TncludiDg Author. Title, Pate, Pertinent Pages, Etc, 



IS?"'' ^""''^ '""""^ in IntcmatiotiaJ Application No. PCT/OB2004/003500 and nuuled on October 
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